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rare to find two witnesses, the judge, in order to
condemn had no other resource than to oblige the cul-
prit to confess. For this purpose they began in the
thirteenth century to employ a process very much used
in ancient times and quite conformable with the gross
manners of the time, the "question," which consisted
in tormenting the accused until he decided to confess.
All the tribunals of Europe adopted it, and it remained
in universal use until the end of the eighteenth century.
It was exercised in a different manner, according to the
country. In Paris and throughout most of France the
culprit was laid on a bench, and water was poured
through a funnel into his mouth, this was the torture
by water. In Germany the strappado was preferred;
the victim with bound hands, and having an enormous
weight which held the body tense, attached to his
feet, was lifted in the air by means of a cord worked
by a pulley, then he was let fall suddenly with a shock
which dislocated his joints. In Spain the "boot" was
used; the legs of the victim were placed between two
planks, then wedges were hammered in between the
planks and the legs until the bones were broken. Else-
where the thumbs were squeezed in a vice until the
blood gushed from the nails. The instruments of tor-
ture varied a great deal, but the principle was every-
where the same. When the accused refused to
acknowledge himself guilty, the judge ordered the tor-
ture applied. If he persisted in his refusal they con-
tinued to pour in water, to turn the cord to drive in
the wedges or to draw the vice tighter, until he con-
fessed or fainted away from the pain. Then they car-
ried 'him back to prison, and as an avowal during tor-